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March 2011 Facebook Tips
All of March’s tips in one place—

Use it as a checklist to get you and your home more organized.
1st - If you have a safe deposit box, when is the last time you checked the contents? Be sure to keep documents such as birth certificates, marriage certificates, divorce decrees, bonds, etc. in the box. At the very least be sure to have these items in a fire box. Also, keep an inventory of these items in a separate location such as a trusted friend's safe deposit box or fire box or with your attorney.
2nd - Take 5 - 10 minutes to clean out your car. Remove anything from the interior, trunk and glove box that shouldn't be there. Do keep an emergency kit in your trunk. Share with us what you found.
3rd - Take 15 minutes today to clean out your freezer. Remove all the contents, purge anything that is frozen over, dump out the ice, wipe down the insides, and replace items by category onto the shelves (meats, treats, breakfast foods).

4th - Ziploc bags are great for sorting and organizing and are very inexpensive. A great use for them is to put all of the small game pieces inside them and then place it inside the game box. That way you'll be less likely to lose any of the pieces. They can also be used to store puzzles.

5th – No tip posted.

6th – No tip posted.

7th - Organize your credit. Do you carry around, 3 Visa cards, a Discover, 4 Store Credit cards and an American Express? Having your credit spread all around can becoming confusing and costly. Consider combining your balances to the card(s) with the lowest interest rate and fees. You'll have less to keep track of and it will be easier to pay down your debt.

8th - Stick to your guns! Keep your word. Do both of these things with your children and everyone in your life. Everyone appreciates someone keeping their promises and setting boundaries. Doing both of these things will help you and your family to stick to your routines and schedules and allow you to be more organized.

9th - Make a standard shopping list for your grocery trip. List on it all of the items that you buy on a regular basis and print out several to have on hand. Place one on your fridge and simply circle or check off the items that you need to purchase as you approach running out of them. Leave a few blank lines at the bottom for additional items.

10th - Give yourself an extra 10-15 minutes to get to your destination. It's always better to be a bit early then it is to be rushing and anxious.

11th - Base your meals around what items are on sale. Especially pay attention to what meats are on sale and use that for a basis for meals, leftovers and lunches.

12th – No tip posted.

13th – No tip posted.

14th – No tip posted.

15th - Being surrounded by things can make you feel overwhelmed, powerless, stressed and drained. Take control of your things and you will take control of your life.

16th - Just because you've always used that drawer/closet for those items doesn't mean you can't change it. Consider putting games on a top shelf of a coat closet, keeping mops hanging in the garage, or even storing items under furniture (if you're short on space & child-safety isn't a concern). Remember, sometimes the most unusual space may be the perfect spot for your items dependent upon your situation & storage space.

17th - Does your day completely get away from you? Write down your obligations on a calendar or schedule; delete what is not necessary by either politely saying "no" or delegating. Freeing up some time on your schedule will help you to accomplish your goals for the day, work toward long term goals, and to not feel like you are constantly chasing your tail.

18th - Not an organizing tip today, a life tip, ...tell someone you know how much they mean to you, or tell them something special that they bring to your life (a beautiful smile, a listening ear, etc.). Tell someone in your life, something you appreciate about them and tell people often.

19th – No tip posted.

20th – No tip posted.

21st - Spring is here and for many, this means spring cleaning. Make a list of the tasks you'd like to accomplish on your spring cleaning list and tick them off as you accomplish them. Having a list will keep you on task and you'll feel rejuvenated when it's complete.

22nd - Keep your financial records organized by checking your account balances at least one time per week.

23rd - Is your house guest ready? Keep your home ready for unexpected guests by doing a quick pick up a few times a day.

24th - If sorting socks drives you crazy, be sure to buy a different type of sock for each family member. It will make sorting much easier. Better yet, have the family pitch in to get it done even quicker!
25th - If you are getting bored with your current decor, repurpose some items. Change out pictures, move furniture, swap out window coverings. This is one way to cut down on expenses and to contain how much is coming into your house. Repurpose what you have and it will feel like new.

26th – No tip posted.
27th – No tip posted.

28th - It's OK to keep books that have special meaning or that you will reference or read again. It's OK to keep as many books as you'd like as long as you have the space for them. Don't keep more than you have room for though. If they are boxed up and packed away, consider donating them to your local library, Goodwill or selling them at an affiliate of mine, Cash4books.

29th - When packing away items, be sure not to use cardboard if at all possible. It breaks down and attracts pests.

30th - "It never hurts to ask." -- Francis Brown (my dad). He is absolutely right and it's a life lesson that I wanted to pass on to everyone today. You can and should ask for help, for information, for whatever it is that you want or need. The worst thing that can happen is that someone will say "no" or "I don't know." The best that can happen is your dreams come true!

31st - A tip from one of Magically Organized's Fans -- If a sock has a hole in it, don't just trash it. You can use it as a one-time use dust rag. Simply slip your hand inside, spray it with the appropriate cleaner and use. Then just toss it in the trash when you're done. It's like a homemade "Swiffer Duster." Thanks for sharing your tip!
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