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February 2011 Facebook Tips
All of February’s tips in one place—

Use it as a checklist to get you and your home more organized.
1st - Remember how you said you were "Going to take care of that tomorrow." "Start tomorrow." "Quit tomorrow." It's tomorrow. Get a move on and get it done!
2nd - Before you know it, Spring will be here. Take 10-15 minutes today to review your family's clothing to insure you have what you need for Springtime weather. Make a list of what's needed so you'll be prepared to buy what's needed when you see a sale. That way you'll know what you need and won't over buy or over pay.

3rd - Gift bags are great: however, you don't need to keep every gift bag you get. Go through them & discard/recycle the ones that are just too beat looking to ever really use. Then, sort by category: Birthday, Christmas, Hanukkah, Baby, Generic, etc. Take a large one from each category & store all of the others from that category folded neatly inside the large one. Next time you will be able to quickly get what you need.

4th - I keep getting asked about Legos so here is today's tip: Don't bother sorting Lego pieces for younger children. They will not bother to keep them that way & it will drive you crazy. Simply keep all Legos in a safe container for them to play with. However, if you have children who are putting together the Lego Kits, by all means, keep those pieces separate so that they can continue to make the particular model.

5th - No tip posted.

6th - No tip posted.

7th - This simple equation from "Making Peace with the Things in Your Life" says it all:  Things Out > Things In = <Clutter

8th - Do you get a lot of junk mail? It's a waste of time to sort through it all and a waste of paper. Write to the Mail Preference Service at P.O. Box 9008, Farmingdale, NY 11735-9008 or contact them at the attached link and let them know you don't want your name sold to any mailing list companies.

9th - Stop making excuses. It only makes you feel bad about yourself or your situation. Jump in, get started, and don't be afraid to ask for help.

10th - To stay organized, each item MUST have a "home." I think Cindy Glovinsky says it best in her book "Making Peace with the Things in Your Life." She says, "Things are like people. Most of us leave our homes to go other places all the time, sometimes remaining away from them even for years. Yet when we go home, we always go to the same place."
11th - Papers sitting in a pile or all over your dining room table or desk can feel like a weight on your chest. It's a very uncomfortable feeling. Get your purging started. Avery has put together a great article that can help you get started. (Of course, they do promote their products, but you can take their advice without using their specific products.) Check it out! www.avery.com
12th - No tip posted.

13th - No tip posted.

14th - Your tip today comes from Cindy Glovinsky's "Making Peace with the Things in Your Life." She says, "Remember: only new habits can rescue you, not a magic system." Take the time today to think of what bad habits are causing your home/office to be disorganized and start today to form new habits.

15th - It's almost Spring...time to think about saving for Christmas 2011. Open a savings account and put away some money each week or month so that you can pay cash for all of your holiday purchases.

16th - Tackle your nightstand. Empty all of the drawers. Throw out anything that is clearly trash (e.g., old tissues, used up lotions, crumpled papers). Take items out that shouldn't be in there & put them in a more logical, useful place. Return only those items that make sense for you (e.g., hand lotion, pen & paper, tissues, books & magazines). Also, if you have extra time, clear off the top of your nightstand too.

17th - Get your calendar in order today. Do you have RSVP's that you haven't called in, doctor's appointments that need to be made, networking phone calls that are outstanding? Make all your calls and get everything scheduled that you've been putting off. Let us know how many calls you needed to make and got accomplished today.

18th - Today's task...the coat closet. Take the time now to clean out the coat closet. Remove any winter coats that you didn't wear throughout the season & donate them. Try on spring jackets & see if they fit & if you still like them. If not, donate them. Replace all items that are "keepers" into the closet. If possible, use wooden hangers and hang them all in the same direction for uniformity.

19th - No tip posted.

20th - No tip posted.

21st - If your kids have off today, take 15-20 minutes with each of them and empty out their closets and drawers. Donate what doesn't fit, see what they'll need for the next season and replace the items you're keeping.
22nd - When is the last time you used your formal china? Never? Only on the holidays? Why? Take it out and use it for dinner tonight. Maybe even sit at the dining room table too! What are you waiting for? Use your beautiful things; you can't take them with you.

23rd - It's not too early to plan your summer vacation. Planning now will definitely save you from stressing out over the details of the vacation. You'll have plenty of time to decide how, when & where you want to travel and to save up money in advance of the trip. That way you won't come home to a big bill, ruining any relaxation you may have had.

24th - Take a few minutes at least every couple of weeks to back-up your hand-held device and computer. You never know when a virus may strike or an accident may occur. Put a reminder on your calendar to do this important task.

25th - In Peter Walsh's "How to Organize Just About Everything," he says, "File papers promptly. If you absolutely can't take the time to file a paper immediately, at the very least scrawl a file name on it. This will speed up later sorting and filing." Papers can consume you and your time. Peter's tip is an excellent one.

26th - No tip posted.

27th - No tip posted.

28th - Green tip today -- As your light bulbs go out; replace them with energy saving CFL bulbs. Be sure to read the label to buy the correct wattage for your light fixture.
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